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Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness and Friendship



23rd October 2020

Dear Parents/Carers

What can I say?  Today has been such an incredible day!  

Our non-uniform day raised over £530 for school funds!  I honestly cannot thank you, the members of our school community, enough for your fantastic generosity.  With the money raised, we will be able to book the writer and poetry workshops I know the children will so enjoy – more information will follow after the holidays.

I am really pleased to let you know that we were able to donate over 50 carrier bags full of food to St Catherine’s Church Food Bank.  The staff at the food bank were overwhelmed by the kindness of our school community and asked me to pass on their heartfelt thanks.

I am also writing to make you aware of a change to our risk assessment that we will implement from after half term. 

The government state the following in their guidance to schools:

‘How contacts are reduced will depend on the school’s circumstances and will (as much as possible) include:

· grouping children together

· avoiding contact between groups

· arranging classrooms with forward facing desks

· staff maintaining distance from pupils and other staff as much as possible’

We have, so far, stuck to the guidance and have implemented all of these measures throughout school but I feel that for our youngest children, having them seated in rows facing the front is having a detrimental impact on their learning.  Our staff are unable to pull certain children that are struggling, to sit with them in order to support them and the children are not getting the full benefit of learning in a collaborative way with their peers.  For this reason, from after half-term, our Year 1 children will be seated in table groups and not rows.  As children of primary school age are not expected to socially distance, we would have to send home the whole bubble if there were to be a positive case, regardless of how the children were seated anyway! We have not experienced, to the same extent, the difficulties with supporting the children in other year groups and therefore we will be keeping them sat in rows as per the guidance.

I would like to assure you that this is not a decision that I have taken lightly.  There are many other schools across the district that are taking a similar approach and I have consulted our governors on this matter who are all in agreement with these new seating arrangements for our Year 1 children.  If you would like to discuss this with me, please feel free to email me on mwiggins@stanleystpeters.co.uk.

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to say how humbled I am to work for such a wonderful community.  Your children are a credit to you and to our school and I am very much looking forward to the next half-term and all the exciting things that will be happening in the lead up to the festive period.

I wish you all a relaxing, peaceful and safe half-term break.

Best Wishes,

Michelle Wiggins
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