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Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness and Friendship



Monday, 2nd November, 2020

Dear Parents/Carers
Welcome back to another action-packed half-term at St Peter’s!

I hope that you all managed to spend some quality time with your children and enjoyed the half-term break.  

With the money raised by the non-uniform day, and a considerable amount of haggling ;) we have been able to book a number of events:

A writer’s workshop, which will be delivered remotely by the children’s author Luke Temple will take place over the next two weeks for our KS2 children.  Luke has written a series of books which captivate children’s imaginations and there will be the opportunity for children to buy signed copies of his book in the coming weeks.  The price of every copy of his book sold will be knocked off the price that school has to pay for the workshop too so please purchase one if you can!
We have also secured Conrad Burdekin as our Patron of Reading and he was due to be coming into school during November to deliver some poetry workshops with our KS1 children although this will most likely have to be postponed now until after the lockdown period.
We have booked an online pantomime for all the children to enjoy during week commencing 14/12/20.  The link for this will be shared on our website so that, should any child be absent on the day that their class watches the pantomime, they can watch it from home instead.

We will also be celebrating Children in Need day and Anti-Bullying Week as well as all the usual festive events that occur at this time of year!  Mrs Phillips will be writing to you with more information about these events.
A new RSHE policy has been written and is available on our website for parents to peruse.  Should you have anything you wish to raise with me in regards to this policy, I would appreciate it if you could contact me before Friday 27th November as I will be taking the new policy to our governors for their approval in our December meeting.
We also have a new Healthy Lunchbox Policy which is available on our website.  As a school with Healthy School Status, we insist that children bring healthy meals and snacks to school and I am hoping that this policy will bring some clarity to what types of food are appropriate to include in a packed lunch.  Our EYFS and KS1 children are now provided with free snacks (a piece of fruit) each day and therefore there is no need for children in these year groups to bring their own snacks – in fact I would strongly discourage children in these year groups from bringing their own snacks.  However, KS2 will still need to bring their own snack to school but could you please ensure that these are healthy snacks – no chocolate bars, crisps and definitely nothing which contains nuts as we are a nut free school.
As our locality has moved into Tier 3, I have updated our whole school risk assessment.  I have put this on our website and any changes made have been written in red font so that you can easily identify what has changed.  I will of course review this again as soon as the new guidance is made available in light of the National restrictions that are due to take place from Thursday 5/11/20 and will let you know if any further changes were necessary.
I feel like a broken record now but may I take this opportunity to remind you that if your child (or any member of your household) has one or more of the following main COVID symptoms:

· a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

· a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

· a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.

The whole household should self-isolate and you should book a test for the affected person only.  Details of how to book a test are on our website.
Please also ensure that only one parent/carer enters our site, that you wear a face covering when on our grounds (unless you are medically exempt) and that you ‘Drop and Go’.  Our staff have been reminded to be out on the playground 5 minutes early in order to supervise the children waiting in line so you do not need to stay on the premises.  

If you have more than one child to drop off and they have different times, please drop off the first child, leave the premises and return with your next child at the allocated time.  I know that this is frustrating and seems like a waste of time, but it avoids the situation where children are tempted to play around on the playground and potentially mix with children from other bubbles.
Please note that any staff on duty in the playground at drop off and collection times have been instructed to ask parents to leave the site promptly so do not be alarmed or surprised by this if our staff approach you and ask you to leave!  They are doing so under my instruction.  You will need to leave the site via the one-way system and I would implore you not to congregate on the path outside the front wall.  As the number of COVID cases in our area is continuing to increase substantially, we must all do our part to ensure that transmission in the community does not affect our ability to keep our school open.  I hope you understand.
To end on a positive note, I am very pleased to report that Miss Thackrah will be issuing total of 168 100% Attendance Certificates to children for last half-term during her collective worship on Wednesday!  This is extremely impressive and I cannot thank you all enough for recognising the importance of your children attending school every day.   She will also be announcing the winner of our £25 voucher for attendance last half-term too so good luck to all.
Best Wishes,

Michelle Wiggins
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