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Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness and Friendship



Friday, 13th November, 2020
Dear Parents/Carers
Our KS2 children have been thoroughly enjoying the Luke Temple writer’s workshop and are in the process of producing some fantastic written work that I cannot wait to share with you when it is completed.  Please remember that the cost of every book sold will be knocked off the price that the school has to pay for the workshop so please consider purchasing one of these – the children seemed to really enjoy them!
All children in Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 need to come to school in their PE kits on Monday 16th November in order to enjoy the Diwali Dance workshop that Mr Cundall has arranged for them.  
The Year 6 children in Mr Cundall’s class will still take part in the Bikeability workshop on Tuesday.  The workshop has been postponed for Mrs Hick’s class and Mr Cundall will be in touch with the new dates when these are known.

Unfortunately, Conrad Burdekin’s visit to deliver a poetry workshop to our KS1 children has had to be postponed due to the Y2 bubble closure.  We are hoping to welcome Conrad into our school during December instead.
None of the above would have been possible without your generous donations towards the school fund from our non-uniform day so I would like to thank you again from the bottom of my heart for this.  We have further fundraisers organised in the run up to Christmas (more details will follow soon) so I hope we can rely on your support with these too.  With the funds raised from these events we will be able to offer even more exciting opportunities for our children.
Could I please remind the parents of our Year 2 & 6 children to ensure that the children access the home learning set on the website in the relevant year groups home learning page during their self-isolation period. 
Our staff are going to great lengths to make sure that the children’s learning continues and are providing video lessons in order to ease the pressure on parents to home school.  KAHOOT quizzes must be completed so that our staff can assess how the children are coping with the home learning and to track if any children need additional support.  If you are unsure about how to access the KAHOOT quizzes, please see the instructions about this which can be found by clicking on this link https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/stanley-st-peters-church-of-england-vc-primary-school/UploadedDocument/3ce4d94495204058b680f5c9f551e01f/remote-learning-and-kahoot-quiz-instructions.pdf or contact your child’s class teacher via email.
As you are aware, our Year 2 children are due to sit the phonics screening test in early December because they did not take it when they were in Year 1.  These results are reportable to the Department for Education and we are doing all we can to mitigate the implications of their bubble closure on these results so it is vital that the Year 2 children access the phonics lessons being uploaded to our website each day.
Should any families have difficulties accessing the home learning due to a lack of available technology, please contact the school as we may be able to assist with this.

I have recently written to our local MP to ask her to put pressure on the government to reimburse the additional costs that schools have incurred due to the pandemic and there is also a petition which I would really appreciate you taking the time to sign.  The petition can be found on the following link  https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/555718?utm_campaign=2028427_Funding%20campaign%209%20November%202020&utm_medium=email&utm_source=National%20Association%20of%20Head%20Teachers&dm_i=3OT7,17H57,6ZZ2T0,4BJUX,1 

The petition is calling for the government to:

• agree to reimburse schools' exceptional costs associated with Covid-19 measures

• reimburse schools' lost income from Covid-19 (eg. rental/lettings)

• guarantee reimbursements will be paid directly to schools for financial years 2020/21, 2021/22, as required.
I take great pleasure in announcing that we have recently launched our ‘Read to Succeed’ initiative and the children enjoyed a very creative Collective Worship delivered by Miss Schofield and Miss Ogden to introduce this (you can view it on our website on the home learning page in the Collective Worship subfolder).  The children will earn a point for each time they get an adult’s signature in their reading log to say that they have either read some of a book themselves or listened to a story being read to them.  The more points they earn, the better the prizes so please ensure that you sign your child’s reading log. 
Our English leads, Miss Ogden and Miss Schofield have also launched ‘Extreme Reading’.  We are asking that parents email the class teacher with pictures of their children reading in unusual places or positions and these will be printed and displayed in each classroom’s reading corner. Perhaps they will read in the shed?  Or whilst upside down? The possibilities are endless and we can’t wait to see what you come up with!  (Please ensure that your children know not to read anywhere that could be unsafe though!)

We have other exciting news about reading too!  We have just bought a subscription to the Accelerated Reader Scheme for children who are no longer on the Read, Write Inc programme and we are currently in the process of setting up our library.  This will take some time to implement but it will be worth it as it will allow your children more choice about what they wish to read and thus access books that they enjoy (they won’t be limited to the books we have in our reading scheme anymore) and will also have access to over 1000 books online.  Our staff training is due to be completed in January (during our inset day) and then we will be able to give you more information on this.
As always, I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that if your child (or any member of your household) has one or more of the following main COVID symptoms:

•
a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure your temperature)

•
a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

•
a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal.

The whole household should self-isolate and you should book a test for the affected person only.  Details of how to book a test are on our website.
I hope you have a great weekend.
Kind regards,

Michelle Wiggins
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