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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parents/Carers

I know some parents may be wondering why, when there have been a number of positive cases reported to us over the last couple of days in most classes, that we have not sent out letters.  The definition of a close contact is where close contact has been made in the 48 hours prior to a person testing positive or developing symptoms.  As our school was closed and the children have not had contact within 48 hours previously to testing positive, they are not considered close contacts within school so we have not sent out letters (and neither would track and trace contact you).  Please remain vigilant to symptoms and test your child regularly if at all possible.

Update to self-isolation requirements

Just to be clear, the day that symptoms started or the day that someone tests positive is day zero so day 1 is the day after the test or symptoms started.

People who are self-isolating with COVID-19 now have the option to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with an LFD test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or childcare setting immediately on day 6.

If you are unsure of what day your child can return to school, please contact the office who will be able to advise you.

Wakefield Public Health Department are still advising that if anyone in the household tests positive that siblings remain off school for 5 days and take daily lateral flow tests before returning to school (if they remain negative of course).  We have had many instances where one sibling has tested positive and then a few days later, other siblings have tested positive so we appreciate your co-operation with this matter.

Just a reminder that the government announced that confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11 January. 

This means that anyone who receives a positive LFD test result is required to self-isolate immediately and is not required to take a confirmatory PCR test.
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Kind regards,


Michelle Wiggins 

Headteacher     Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness, Friendship, Honesty and Acceptance 
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