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Dear Parents/Carers
Phonics results
As you are aware, our school vision is “Unlock Potential, Celebrate Success” and I am delighted to announce that we have yet another reason to celebrate!  81% of our Year 2 cohort passed the phonics screening check at the end of the Autumn term just before Christmas (that is a rise of +23% from the last ‘normal’ results in 2018/19 and a 6% rise in the results we achieved last year).  
Considering these children have endured lockdowns, bubble closures and self-isolation periods here, there and everywhere, I am sure you will agree that this is a remarkable achievement and I am so unbelievably proud of the children, our amazing phonics leader - Miss Thackrah - and the whole of the KS1 team!
Please be assured that any Y2 child that has not passed the phonics screening check in the Autumn term will receive the support they need and will be reassessed in the summer term when the Year 1 children sit their phonics screening check and I am confident that we will get the children to where they need to be in order to fully ‘unlock their potential’.
Self-Isolation Update
From Monday, 31st January (this coming Monday), the Wakefield Public Health team are no longer advising us to request that children who have members of the household that test positive remain off school for 5 days.  Instead, children should attend school if someone in their household is positive for COVID but they should conduct daily lateral flow tests for 7 days.

As this is a big change, the governors and I have decided to continue to keep the staggered starts and finish times in place for now.  We will of course continue to monitor the situation and as soon as we are in a position to return to normal start times, I will let you know immediately.  
EYFS children

As our children have a weekly PE session, it would be very useful if parents could ensure that their child can independently remove their shoes and socks and put them back on.  Please practice this frequently with your child.  TIP: It is a lot easier for them if they have velcro-fasten shoes.
I sincerely hope you have a lovely weekend and if you are isolating and you need any assistance – even if it is someone to call to the fish and chip shop for you – please let us know.  We will do all we can to help as we know we have many families who have no family nearby to help out.
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Kind regards,

Michelle Wiggins

Headteacher
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