[image: ]Tuesday, 1st March, 2022

Dear Parents/Carers

All of us will have been watching the terrible events taking place in Ukraine over this last week and our thoughts are with the Ukrainian people.  

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is distressing and concerning, and we understand that our children (particularly the older ones and those children who have a personal connection to someone in the Ukraine or Russia) may have questions or be seeking reassurance.

We have taken the decision not to address the issue as a whole school at this point as we feel that some of our children are simply too young to understand or may not even have an awareness of what is happening in Ukraine.  However, our staff are ready to support any child that may require it and they will answer any questions they pose to them in an age-appropriate and sensitive way.  We would really appreciate it if you could let us know if you feel that your child may require support or if they have any ties to anyone in Ukraine or Russia.

Whilst we will not be addressing the issue as a whole school, I have asked our staff in Years 3 to Year 6 to very briefly discuss what is happening in Ukraine at the moment and to offer the children the opportunity to ask any questions they may have.  The staff will be guided by how the children respond during the initial discussion.  We feel that children of this age have frequent access to the internet and social media accounts, and as we all know, they can be a powerful information tool but can also spread misinformation and anxiety.  This can cause young people to become anxious and sometimes form stereotypes about others. However, fact-based, inquisitive discussions in the classroom can provide opportunities to challenge scary misconceptions and reduce anxiety-provoking uncertainty.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We have also arranged for our Year 6 children to participate in a workshop delivered by the British Red Cross titled ‘Empathy and Migration’ during week commencing 14th March.  During this workshop, they will discuss the reasons that people become refugees and help our children to develop empathy for migrants' motives for moving. They will also learn more about the obstacles migrants face in their new homes. By using and exploring people’s stories and experiences, we can help children challenge assumptions about migrants, asylum seekers and refugees - as well as to improve their understanding of our community and build mutual respect.

If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter please email me on mwiggins@stanleystpeters.co.uk or give me a call on 01924 663641.


Kind regards,[image: ]


Michelle Wiggins 

Headteacher    Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness, Friendship, Honesty and Acceptance 
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