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Dear Parents and Carers


What an incredible year it has been!  I would just like to say thank you from the bottom of my heart for all your support once again.  The community of Stanley is like no other!  I and the rest of the staff feel blessed to be a part of it.  

Here comes the serious part of my letter…I must make you aware that Gillian Keegan (Education Secretary) and the Department for Education have made it very clear that poor attendance since the pandemic has become a national issue and that all headteachers are required to make every effort to secure better attendance.  
Our attendance statistics for the vast majority of the year are good but we always seem to experience a dip at the beginning of a new academic year, in the week before or after a scheduled school holiday and at the end of the academic year.  These dips are mainly due to term-time holidays being taken.  I must make you aware that term-time holidays are not authorised and you risk being issued with a penalty notice if you take your child out of school for this reason.  We have issued over 25 penalty notices this year and yet it still presents a problem for us.
Those first days back really matter. Evidence from a recent Children’s Commissioner report showed that children who miss days 2, 3 and 4 of the new term for unauthorised reasons (absence due to illness is usually authorised unless there are concerns) had a predicted overall absence of almost 45%, or 31 days across the term, with a predicted overall absence across the year of 20-30%.
With this in mind, please make every effort to ensure that your child is in school on Wednesday 6th September, smart in their uniforms and ready for the year ahead.

Ok…on to more positive things!  

You may notice that we have added another logo to the bottom of our letterhead. Our school has been successful in gaining the Gold School Games Award!  I would like to thank Miss Ogden for all her hard work in gaining this accolade for the school (she knows I love a logo !)


I would like to send a huge thank you to iSpace for loaning us the Community Centre hall so that our graduation ceremonies for EYFS and Y6 and our Y6 Leavers Assembly could take place there.  I would also like to say a huge thank you to Bev from Stanley Library for working on her usual day off to open up the Community Centre for us – you are a star!

Miss Schofield is going to collate all the Year 6 photos and videos taken from the events in school recently and send them to me.  I will then make sure that I inform you via text how you can view them so watch this space!

Finally, the whole of the Stanley St Peter’s team would like to wish our Year 6 children the very best of luck (although we know they will not need it because they are absolute superstars).  We hope they have lots of fun at their new schools, continue to make some fantastic memories and achieve all they are capable of.  Every single one of them has made me proud to be the headteacher of Stanley St Peter’s. 

Enjoy the summer break everyone!

Kind regards


Michelle Wiggins
Headteacher
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Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness, Friendship, Honesty and Acceptance 
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