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At Stanley St Peter’s, we use the Oak Academy scheme for handwriting. 

All children should eventually be encouraged to use the cursive style of writing. Cursive writing will be introduced ONLY when children are capable, can demonstrate the correct pencil grip and form letters correctly in print. 

Throughout Foundation Stage and Year 1, children learn print and begin to form letters in the correct direction. 

From Year 2, pre-cursive handwriting style is taught (although this is not expected to be used in their everyday writing).  

From Year 3 onwards, cursive handwriting is taught. (It is not an expectation that they will use cursive in their everyday writing until they are in Year 4, although some children may choose to do so.)

As part of the English curriculum, handwriting is assessed as part of the children’s writing ability. Letters should be formed correctly and be consistent in size. Upper-case letters do not join to the rest of the word. 

Nursery: Correct sitting position and pencil grip is taught. Print taught when children are ready to write their name. 

EYFS: Print is taught on a one-to-one basis for the first term at least twice weekly (in addition to daily letter formation in RWI sessions). From the spring term, handwriting is taught in small groups at least 3 times a week (in addition to RWI sessions). From the summer term, handwriting is taught in larger groups daily.  The children do not use lines for their writing.

Year 1: Print is taught five times a week (additionally taught in RWI sessions). The children use tram lines.

Year 2: Pre-cursive style taught five times a week until children are forming letters correctly, then move on to cursive style (if appropriate).  The children use tram-lined paper.

Year 3 – 5: Cursive style taught five times a week. The children use smaller-spaced, tram-lined paper.

Year 6: Cursive style taught five times a week. The children use their English books (unless they still require the support of tram-lined paper).


The following is taught in each year group:

Year R:
•	Letter formation is taught in the order of the RWI phonics scheme up to Christmas
•	From Christmas, letter formation is taught in letter families as per the Year 1 curriculum


Year 1
•	Unit 1, 'Writing lower case letters in print'
•	Unit 2, 'Capital letters'
•	Unit 3, 'Numerals 0-10'

Year 2
•	Unit 1, 'Pre-cursive lower case letters’
•	Unit 2, 'The four joins'
•	Unit 3, 'Capital letters and numerals'
•	Unit 4, 'Review: using lead-ins’

Year 3
•	Unit 1, 'Further study of the four joins'
•	Unit 2, 'Letter strings'
•	Unit 3, 'Building fluency in silent letters, homophones, and common exception words'

Year 4
•	Unit 1, 'Building fluency in the four joins, suffixes and common exception words'

Year 5
•	Unit 1, 'Building handwriting fluency through speed, choices and writing dialogue'

Year 6
•	Unit 1, 'Building fluency with note taking, choice, quotations and emphasis'

In UKS2, once the lessons for that year group have been covered and mastered sufficiently, the weekly spellings can be used for handwriting practice.  The spellings should be displayed for the children to copy so that they are not cognitively overloaded

See the handwriting coverage documents for more specific details of what is taught in each year group.
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