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Carnival in France

Where did Mardi Gras originate from?
Mardi Gras originates from a Roman Pagan
festival which announced the end of winter.
During this festival, people would wear
costumes and transgress social rules.

Later, Christians took on this festival to celebrate
the beginning of Lent, which s the period of
fasting and prayer that precedes Easter.

What Is Mardi Gras?
Mardi Gras marks the end of this merry,festival
season with a colourful carnival. It falls on.
the eve of Ash Wednesday which signals the
beginning of Lent.

It is called ‘Mardi Gras' as a reference to all the
ich food such as meat, butter and sugar, that
people cannot eat during Lent.

In France people celebrate Mardi Gras” by
organising parties with their family, in their
neighbourhood and in schools, when pupils are
ot on holidays.

Why Do People Eat Doughnuts and

Crepes?
There was a time when people had to use up
their eggs, butter and sugar before Lent because
they would not be able to use them during this
period. That is why they baked crepes, waffles or
doughnuts. In the south-west of France, people
celebrate ‘Mardi Gras' with little doughnuts
called “‘merveilles' (wonders). These treats are
made with a dough, containing flour, milk and.
eggs, which is rolled into shape and then fried
inoil

Where Does This Carnival Tradition
Come From?

Mardi Gras is the time for carnivals. Some of
these carnivals, like the one in Nice, are famous
across the world. The word ‘carnival’ comes
from the Latin word ‘carne vale, which means
‘arewell to meat'. Christians therefore, mark
the hardships of undertaking Lent by not only
having a celebratory day through the food they.
choose to eat but also through the clothes worn.
In fact, it is through fancy dress costumes that
the carnival ultimately becomes a celebration of
fun and self-mockery.

When and Where Do People Celebrate
the Carnival?

The camival has no fixed date. In fact, the date
changes every year because it depends on the
date of Easter, which always fals ater Lent
This is why the carival i often celebrated in
February. People celebrate this event across
France through costume parades and parade
loats covered in flowers.

102017, the carnival falls on the 28th, February.
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‘What Do People Do during the Carnival?
People disguise themselves in fancy dress
costumes and parade themselves in their
neighbourhood whilst enjoying the musical
and celebratory atmosphere of the Carival.
Sometimes children even create their own
costumes with thehelp o their parents. However,
this celebration is not only for children, many
adults join this splendid and colourful show.
In some ctes people decorate floats whereas
in others, people create huge, and sometimes
bizarre characters

The Carnival in Nice

1t is the most famous carnival in France and
every year tourists from all over the world come
to see the mascot parade, as well as the parade
of floats which are made of pasteboard and
covered with flowers. For the carnival’s renown
Flower figh, both children and adults parading
in the streets, throw handfuls of flowers to
Spectators who jostl for them.

For 15 days, street musicians, jugglers, tightrope.
walkers, contortionists and dancers take part in
the most famous celebration on the Cdte dAzur.

Other Carnivals in France.

Between January and mid-March in Limou,
you can attend the world's longest carnivall
Every weekend people put on their festive
costumes and the crowd dances to the sound
of folk music.

Other carnivals such as the one in Dunkirk and
Menton are also well-known for their fantastic
atmosphere too.




