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5th April 2019


Dear parent/carer/friend of the school, 		
[bookmark: _GoBack]
As we are now about to break up for Easter, I write to update you with some of the latest news. 

PARENTS’ EVENING
It was great to see and meet so many of you at our recent parents’ evenings. Many thanks for attending and we hope you found it a positive meeting. Many thanks too to all our teachers for their time in this invaluable process.
Always remember that if you ever have any concerns, queries or questions, then please don’t hesitate to have a word with your child’s class teacher as soon as you can. 

EASTER COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
Yesterday afternoon was our school’s Easter Service and each class played their part in telling the Easter story in words, sharing some of their lovely Easter related RE work, and singing. A special thank you must go to Mrs Backhouse for leading this special event in school.

COMIC RELIEF DAY
I am pleased to let you know that we had a fun time in school on Comic Relief/Red Nose Day and raised £128.30 for this worthwhile cause. Thank you for your support.

CHANGES TO IMPROVE BEHAVIOUR
Over these past few weeks you might be aware that quite a few changes have taken place, some especially relating to improving behaviour:
· Morning playtimes - after KS1 children have had their playtime, lower KS2 (Years 3 & 4) now use the smaller playground with upper KS2 (Years 5 & 6) using the top playground. Thus reducing by half the number of children using this space.
· Lunchtimes –  timings have been changed in order that lower KS2 (Years 3 & 4) can again use the smaller playground with upper KS2 (Years 5 & 6) using the top playground. 
· Three sports coaches are now employed at lunchtimes to provide a range of different sporting activities to engage the children in a more focussed way.
· Golden Tickets (GT) have been introduced to reward any child seen to be doing the “right thing”. A GT can be given by any adult/staff member to a child who displays a positive behaviour, this could include an act of kindness, politeness or a positive learning behaviour (e.g. good listening, trying hard their learning, neat presentation…). Children write their names on the ticket then at the end of both the morning and afternoon sessions, two tickets are drawn for the class Golden Ticket Box to win a prize.

Staff have been reviewing our current behaviour (High Expectations) policy and we hope to launch a new Positive Behaviour Policy soon in the summer term – I will keep you updated and share this with you ASAP. 

STAFFING - Just to keep you updated: 
· I’m pleased to report that following a long-term sickness absence,  Mrs Murdoch has now returned to her role as a reception teacher (Class 2) and leader of our Early Years team. 
· Mrs Purdy has taken over as the Year 2/Class 6 teacher in the absence of Mrs Butters who unexpectedly had to take maternity leave earlier than planned.
· After a long-term absence, Mrs Hopton has now left St Peter’s. Governors are seeking to appoint a new teacher for this Deputy Headteacher role.
· Dr Trussler remains on long-term sickness absence and so I shall continue to be the acting headteacher until further notice. 

I wish you a safe and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to seeing all children when we return to start the summer term on TUESDAY 23 APRIL.

Yours faithfully

 Mr M Shufflebottom (Acting Headteacher)
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