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Dear Parents and Carers
I am delighted to confirm that we will be welcoming back all children in September.  Whilst we have remained open throughout the lockdown, we have really missed the year groups that were unable to return this academic year.  We have been working tirelessly to ensure that we can do this in a safe way, in accordance with government guidance, and we are now in a position to share our plans with you.
Transition
The dates for welcoming our Nursery and Reception children into school will be staggered.  This is because it is highly likely that our youngest children will experience increased separation anxiety and we are, unfortunately, not in a position to allow parents to enter the building and settle their children into their new class as we normally would.  Please see the ‘Dates for returning to school’ section of this letter below.
Within the first few days of the children’s return we will be completing transition work to ensure that your child feels welcome and settled in their new class.  We will also be conducting assessments within the first week to enable us to identify any gaps in learning that need to be addressed.  The children completed assessments at the beginning of this academic year so this will not be new to them and they should not be unsettled by this.
Bubbles
Consistent groups reduce the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in contact with each other to only those within the group.  We have used these in our school over the summer term in recognition that children, especially young children, find it difficult to socially distance from staff and each other and this has worked well to provide an additional protective measure.  In September, maintaining consistent groups remains important, but given the decrease in the prevalence of coronavirus, we are able to increase the size of these groups to incorporate whole classes and in some cases, year groups.  In accordance with the guidance, staff are also able to work across groups, where needed, in order for us to enable a full educational offer.  Staff required to work across more than one group will maintain social distancing wherever possible so that the integrity of our groups are not compromised.
We will be operating 8 ‘bubbles’ (groups).  These are: EYFS bubble, KS1 bubble and then each class in KS2 will form its own bubble.  Although we have stated that the whole of KS1 (Years 1 & 2) will be in a bubble together, this will only be during phonics lessons and the KS1 year groups will remain separate at all other times.  
A version of our updated risk assessment is on our website for you to peruse.  I have also made an overview document titled ‘What parents need to know’ which is on our website for you to look at and which details the safety measures and protocols we have put in place for our opening in September.  Please contact me if you have any queries or concerns regarding your child’s return in September.  Attendance is mandatory from September for all children so it would be much better to address any concerns you have now, rather than waiting until September.  
Q&A Zoom meeting
I will be holding a Q & A Zoom meeting on Wednesday, 22nd July at 11am for any parents that wish to discuss the plans we are putting in place for September.  It would be useful to know your questions before the meeting so please email them to me mwiggins@stanleystpeters.co.uk and then I can ensure that these are answered.  A recording of the meeting will be put on our Facebook page for those parents unable to make it, so if you do not wish to be seen, please ensure that you turn your camera off on the device you are using to join the meeting.  
The meeting details you will require are as follows:
Meeting ID: 87072885767		Password: 5V1EwY
Dates and Timings
We will continue to operate our one-way system for dropping off and collecting children. Only one parent/carer should enter the site for drop off and collection of children. Parents should enter the site using the large metal gate near the Stanley Community Library side of the KS1 playground, drop their child off in the line designated to them (see below for details) and leave the site immediately via the exit near the dining hall.  (Signage clearly shows which way to go).  Only parents of children in EYFS will be permitted to wait in line with their child and we would appreciate it if you could avoid bringing prams/pushchairs and siblings with you if at all possible.
Children should arrive on time (not early or late) and any child that arrives too late to enter school with their bubble may be sent away and asked to return to school after all the other bubbles have safely entered.
Parents must not approach our staff on the playground.  Communication must continue to be via email or phone for the foreseeable future.
We are also requesting that all adults entering the site wear face coverings and adhere to the social distancing rules set out by the government.
We will need parents to strictly adhere to this system in September as we will have many more people entering the site and we have less time between each bubble arriving and leaving.
Children are permitted to bring lunchboxes from September; however, it is still preferable to bring packed lunches in a disposable container to limit the amount of items that are coming from home to school and vice versa.  The only other items that your child will be permitted to bring to school are water bottles, reading books, homework, coats and hats.  Cloakrooms will not be in use – except in EYFS - and so all of your child’s belongings must be kept with them at their workstations - the less they bring, the more room they will have!
Children will need to bring their own snacks for mid-morning break.  Please ensure that these are healthy snacks (no chocolate, crisps or biscuits) and please note that we are a ‘nut free’ school so please ensure that snacks and lunches do not contain anything with nuts.
You will be told which day your child is doing PE by their class teacher in September.  Children should come to school in their outdoor PE kit on that day each week – this will avoid the need for children to get changed during the day.
Dates for returning to school
	Monday 7th September
	Inset Day – no pupils in school


	Tuesday 8th September
	Inset Day – no pupils in school


	Wednesday 9th September
	All pupils in Years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 return full time
Reception children attend from 8:40am – 11:30am.  These children will need to be collected at the staff car park exit on this day.

	Thursday 10th September
	Reception children attend from 8:40am – 12:10pm (going home after lunch). These children will need to be collected at the staff car park exit on this day.

	Friday 11th September
	Reception children attend full time
Nursery children that attended our nursery last academic year to attend for full entitlement from 8:40am – 11:40am.  

	Monday 14th September
	All nursery children to attend for full entitlement (8:40am – 11:40am)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Staggered Start and End Times:
	Year
	Class
	Staff
	Lining up point
	Time in/
Time out

	EYFS
	Einstein,
Fry & Newton
	Mrs McDonald/Mrs Phillips & Mrs Robinson
Mrs Atkin/Mrs Backhouse & Mrs Newiss 
	EYFS Area (Parents permitted to wait with child in the line.  Please avoid bringing prams/pushchairs.)

Instructions of where to line up and the one-way system in operation for this group of parents will be explained on arrival.

Nursery children will attend from 8:40am to 11:40am each morning.  They will be dropped off as above but will be collected at the staff car park exit @ 11:40am to avoid the need for parents to enter the playground whilst other children are out.
	8:40 – 3:05

(Please see details of staggered dates for return)

	1
	Nightingale
	Miss Cawthray and Mrs Walton
	KS1 playground against the front wall near Lake Lock Road
	8:40 – 3:05

	2
	Frank
	Miss Thackrah & Miss Huddleston
	KS1 playground against side of school building leading up to the red door at the top of the playground
	8:40 – 3:05

	2
	Luther King
	Miss Brown and Miss Philp
	KS1 playground against the wall on the side of Stanley Community Library 
	8:40 – 3:05

	3
	Columbus
	Mrs Cook and Mrs Holden
	Ginnel alongside our school library 
	8:50 – 3:15

	3/4
	Anning
	Miss Smith and Mrs Jaques
	KS1 playground against the front wall near Lake Lock Road
	8:50 – 3:15

	4
	Shakespeare
	Miss Ogden and Mrs Brown
	KS1 playground against side of school building leading up to the red door at the top of the playground
	8:50 – 3:15

	5
	Darwin
	Miss Schofield and Mrs Hawley
	KS1 playground against side of school building leading up to the red door at the top of the playground
	9:00 – 3:25

	5/6 
	Owens
	Mr Cundall and Mrs Prescott
	KS1 playground against the front wall near Lake Lock Road
	9:00 – 3:25

	6
	Parks
	Mrs Hick and Mrs McKigney
	Ginnel alongside our school library
	9:00 – 3:25



Should you have any queries or questions about the above arrangements, please contact the school office on 01924 663641 and a member of our admin team will be happy to clarify anything for you.
I look forward to meeting with you via Zoom on 22nd July and to seeing you all in September!
Yours sincerely,

[image: ]Miss Wiggins 
Headteacher
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Our School Values are: Perseverance, Courage, Forgiveness and Friendship




