Please find below a list of the questions asked and answers given about our opening in September during the Zoom meeting held for parents.
If you have any further queries, please contact me on mwiggins@stanleystpeters.co.uk

1) What can children wear on their feet for PE days, obviously pumps aren’t going to be suitable to wear all day and in the rain/cold but plain black trainers without laces are tricky to find?

Any trainers are fine. As long as they are fit for doing exercise. 

2) As much as we’ve tried my child (starting reception) still has regular toileting accidents. I know you don’t want extra things coming to school, should I send my child with a big bag of spares to keep on his peg so they’re not coming home again every day?
Yes, please. A bag with spare clothes that can be kept in school until needed would be great. 
Some things you can do to help your child to be successful with toileting at school is to ensure that they are wearing clothes that are easily pulled down and up, no trousers with zips or buttons – elasticated waists are best.  If you are particularly concerned, please feel free to contact our SENDCo (who has kindly agreed to be available to provide support over the summer holidays) on rgrifftihs@stanleystpeters.co.uk.


3) Both of my children have the same pick up and drop off times I was just wondering what the best thing to do is and who to drop off/collect first. Then how we get from the playground to early years and out again with it being one way? 
EYFS will take considerably longer to dismiss and accept into school so I suggest you drop off and pick up the eldest first and then make your way to EYFS.


4) Can you please advise me if there will be a full selection of hot meals in September for school dinners or will the selection be the same as it is currently?
Children on school meals will have the option of a packed lunch, a jacket potato with a choice of filling or a hot meal.  There will only be one choice for the hot meal at the moment.  (We are doing much better than most other schools in Wakefield, who are, I am told, still only offering a packed lunch option.)

5) PE days - if they have to come to school wearing their PE kit, what about when it is bad weather?

I have updated the uniform expectations detailed on the website in light of this question.  Children will need to come to school in a light blue polo/t-shirt, black or navy blue tracksuit bottoms, a hoodie, sweater or tracksuit top and trainers.  Any trainers are fine (no colour specified) as long as they are suitable for doing exercise.

6) Wellies - again if it is bad weather, can they wear wellies when walking to school and change into their school shoes? I think it would not be suitable walking in the rain or snow in her school shoes and to be wet all day.

Bringing wellies to school when needed is fine.  

7) Drop off on a morning - Why can't parents queue with their Year 1 child on a morning? I feel that there will be anxiety issues on my child’s return and I don’t feel comfortable leaving her in her queue. 

It is to be expected that children returning to school after such a long period will feel some anxiety when coming back to school for the first time, so this rule will be flexible for the first couple of weeks.

8) Do I have to wear a face mask when I drop my child off at school?

We are not asking parents to wear a mask but we are asking them to wear a face covering.  Whilst it is true that children generally don’t suffer severe symptoms of COVID, adults do and so the biggest risk to your families is not your children but each of you. 
Children wearing face coverings will actually put them at higher risk of catching the virus as they will inevitably touch them and touch their face so it is counterproductive for children to wear them but you on the other hand, should be able to manage not touching your face or messing with your face covering for the short period you are on our site.

9) Are the uniform expectations going to be relaxed during this time?

The shops are now fully open and parents have 7 weeks to source the uniform needed so, no, the uniform expectations will remain the same.  Wearing school uniform cultivates equality, it provides a sense of belonging and it gives the message to children that they need to conform with certain expectations and therefore reinforces and supports good behaviour.

10) Isn’t having staff going from one bubble to another to teach opening my child up to more risk?

[bookmark: _GoBack]All staff have a ‘base’ bubble where they don’t necessarily have to maintain social distancing or take additional measures. Staff that then (and this is only because I have stipulated this as it doesn’t state that we have to do this in the guidance from the government) but those that will then be required to teach in a bubble different to their ‘base’ bubble, will wear a face shield.  We chose to use face shields rather than face masks or coverings because it is really important for some of our children, particularly our SEND children and those that are hard of hearing, to be able to see the staff members faces.  Those staff will also, where possible, keep 2m away from others.
We also have some staff that were shielding that are returning to work and they have been advised to wear a face shield too.

11) How are you going to get everyone safely into the dining hall to eat if they have all got to be kept separate?

We have the capacity to house two separate groups of 34 children – so 72 children at one time (there is a large gangway between the two groups and the dining hall will be very well ventilated as all the windows (of which there are many) will be opened.  Dinner times begin at 11:30 for our youngest children and the latest that dinner will be served is 1:30pm and that is to our Year 6 children.  That is why it is so important that children bring a snack for mid-morning.  We have also reduced our lunchtimes for each class to 40 minutes.  There are two reasons for doing that.  One is because it would have meant that lunch would need to start at 10:30 and finish at 2:30 and also we needed to do staggered starts and finishes but we are not allowed to reduce the amount of learning time the children receive.  So the school day has been reduced by 20 minutes, but because the dinner times have been reduced by 20 minutes as well, the children make that learning time up.

12) I’ve tried my best with the home-schooling but I couldn’t keep up there was too much to do and I had to work from home too.  How will you make sure my child catches up on the learning that they have missed?

The children would have sat an end of year test in each year group at the end of this academic year so the children will sit those tests during the first couple of weeks to identify gaps in learning and plan interventions.  When I joined the school last September, I was well aware that the children’s learning was not where it needed to be and so to gain a better of understanding of the challenges the school faced I made all the children sit similar tests last year and it did not affect them negatively at all.  It was made really clear to the children that it wasn’t a test as such but rather a chance for their teachers to see what they needed help with.  It was done in such a way that the youngest children weren’t even aware that they were doing a test, they thought they were just talking to their teacher and the same will happen this year.
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